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1 Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made. And he said to the woman, "Has
God indeed said, 'You shall not eat of every tree of the

garden'?" 2 And the woman said to the serpent, "We may eat the
fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which
is in the midst of the garden, God has said, 'You shall not eat it,
nor shall you touch it, lest you die.' " 4 Then the serpent said to
the woman, "You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the
day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like
God, knowing good and evil." 6 So when the woman saw that
the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and
a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate.
She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 7 Then the
eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they
were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made
themselves coverings.
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Sermon Application Questions

1. Since deception is “tricky,” how can we be on guard against it?
Temptation calls us to doubt who God is, and to defy his call on
our lives. Where in life are you most tempted this way? How
has God provided help for you to fight these temptations?

3. Whatthings did Eve perceive to be desirable in the fruit she
was forbidden to eat by God? What connection can be made
between desire and disobedience?

4. Will a Christian suffer the temporal consequences of his sin the
same as an unbeliever?

5. What has been most helpful to you in fighting temptation?

BE A DOER. Your responsibility, by God’s enabling, is to consistently apply the divine principles
and truths you have heard (Phil 2:12-13; 1 Tim 4:7-9; James 1:22-27). As you mediate on this
message, ask yourself these questions: (1) How does God want my beliefs/actions to change?

(2) How can | accomplish this change? (3) What is the first step toward bringing about this change?



